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This was what Master Hsu found in his book. He asked
whether Hsi-mgn Ch'ing intended to bury or burn the body
the following day,
"I do not wish him to be taken from here to-morrow/'
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing said. "I will have the appropriate ceremonies
on the third day and he shall be buried in my family sepulchre ^
on the fifth day after his death."
"The twenty-seventh will be Ping CKSn and not inauspi-
cious so far as the members of your household are concerned,"
the Master of the Yin Yang said. "The burial should take
place at noon." He wrote a certificate and the child was
placed in the coffin. It was the third night-watch. The Lady of
the Vase went to her room and, weeping, gathered together
some of the child's tiny religious garments and put them, with
hat, shoes, and socks, into the coffin with him. It was nailed
up. Everybody began to cry again. The Master of the Yin
Yang went away.
The next day Hsi-men Ch'ing was too busy to go to the
office. Hsia heard of his bereavement and came to offer his
condolences. Hsi-mSn sent a man to give the news to Abbot
Wu and ask him to send eight priests to sing a dirge on the
third day after the decease. The Abbot and Master Ch'iao
both offered the customary offering of three animals. The
four uncles, rWu, Sh£n, Han, and Hua, did likewise and came
to burn paper offerings. Ying Po-chueh, Hsieh Hsi-ta, Master
Wen, Ch'ang Chih-chieh, Han Tao-kuo, Kan, Pfin IV5 Li and
Huang, all made contributions and came in the evening to
watch before the body with Hsi-m&n Ch'ing. When the monks
had performed their part and had gone away, the customary
offerings were made before the baby's coffin. Hsi-m£n Ch'ing
had tables set in the great hall for the entertainment of those
who had come to condole with him.
Cassia, Silver Maid, and Moonbeam sent offerings.
The Lady of the Vase, thinking always of her child, was
very sad. She would take nothing to eat and cried so much
that she lost her voice. Indeed Hsi-mSn Ch'ing was afraid she
might try to kill herself, and told the nurse, the maids, and
Silver Maid to stay with her all day. He himself spent three
nights with her and did all he could to console her. Nun
Hstieh read the L$ng Ten sutra to her and an exorcism for

